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A Note From the Team
Happy holidays, everyone! 

Thank you for making this year so spectacular! With 2023
right around the corner, we’ve been reflecting a lot on
where we are and what’s to come. We feel filled with joy,
excitement, and gratitude. Thank you for your participation,
creativity, excitement, and passion for deathracing.

The new calendar year comes at a thrilling time. We are in
full awards season mode - death racing, predicting,
tracking awards… Discord, Reddit, and Letterboxd are
lighting up like non-specific holiday lights! 

 
And the cherry on top, the AoDR Film Festival is almost
here! January 6th-22nd will be our second annual fest!
With over 60 short films from 22 countries across 5
continents, this all-virtual fest will be outstanding and full
of great films. With all-access passes going for $5, they
make a great gift too. Read on for a sneak preview of our
exciting lineup, and follow us on social media for updates!

As a final present to you, our lovely family, we’ve compiled
an issue looking back on the high points of the last year,
great movies you should check out, and some fun
moments from our awesome community!

Here’s to a great 2022-2023 awards season! 
Happy Racing!  

 - Alex, Andy, Cathy, Cris, Ian, 
James, Jeff, Kylie, Lukas, Mark, Sam
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4 CATEGORIES
ANIMATED SHORT FILM
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FILM WITH LGBTQ+ THEME
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https://www.aodr.net/the-aodr-festival-2023/
https://www.aodr.net/the-aodr-festival-2023/


The Academy of Death Racers Festival is an international online film festival
celebrating the best short films of the year. The second AoDR Festival will be
held from January 6th - 22nd, 2023.

The 2022/23 AoDR Film Festival features a wide variety of interesting,
thought-provoking short films from 22 countries over 5 continents, all
accessible virtually. Officially selected films will compete in 4 different
strands, the winner of each receiving a cash prize of $125 apiece for
excellence in the following categories:

Animated short film
Documentary short film

Live action short film
Film with LGBTQ+ theme

In addition, all films will compete for Audience choice awards rated by
attendees of the festival: $100 prize awarded to the film given the highest
rating, with $50 awarded to second and third-rated films.

Winners will be announced in an online ceremony to culminate the festival.

There will also be special Q&A and panel sessions with selected filmmakers.

Full access tickets for the 60+ short films are available for $5. Lower cost
options are also available. 

For more information and to get your tickets, please visit AODR.net

We are excited to announce that four Academy Award
shortlisted films will be screened at the AoDR film festival:

Pasajero, Nakam, Night Ride, and The Right Words. 
 

We'll be announcing the full lineup very soon including
shorts from Cannes, TIFF, and many more. Check out out

our website and social media for the latest!

https://www.aodr.net/the-aodr-festival-2023/
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Bests & Favorites
Looking Back at What We've Seen So Far



1. joyland (saim sadiq)
2. alis (clare weiskopf, nicolas van hemelryck) 
3. trenque lauquen (laura citarella)
4. MUTZENBACHER (ruth beckermann)
5. under the fig trees (erige sehiri)
6. as bestas (rodrigo sorogoyen)
7. de humani corporis fabrica (lucien 
castaing-taylor, véréna paravel)
8. bad axe (david siev) 
9. safe place (juraj lerotić)
10. will-o'-the-wisp (joão pedro rodrigues)

1. The Territory 
2. All the Beauty & The Bloodshed
3. All that Breathes 
4. Navalny
5. Aftershock
6. Descendant 
7. Nothing Compares
8. Goodbye, Captain
9. The Janes
10. Wildcat

Top 10 Docs
 

F E S T I V A L  G E M S
by: nico

 
By: Pedrolimaa TOP 5 TRAILERS

B A B Y L O N
T H R E E  T H O U S A N D  Y E A R S  O F  L O N G I N G

N O P E
B O D I E S  B O D I E S  B O D I E S

T Á R

0F 2022
By :  C h r i s FHD

TOP 5 TRAILERS

B A R B I E
M 3 G A N
C O C A I N E  B E A R
S P I D E R - M A N :  A C R O S S  T H E  S P I D E R - V E R S E
K N O C K  A T  T H E  C A B I N

FOR 2023
By :  C h r i s FHD

https://youtu.be/t7HT83wkVss
https://youtu.be/TWGvntl9itE
https://youtu.be/In8fuzj3gck
https://youtu.be/DMgLMaLlK9k
https://youtu.be/nXK-tqy3QS0
https://youtu.be/8zIf0XvoL9Y
https://youtu.be/BRb4U99OU80
https://youtu.be/DuWEEKeJLMI
https://youtu.be/cqGjhVJWtEg
https://youtu.be/0wiBHEACNHs


Left: Everything,
Everywhere,
 All At Once

Right: The Batman
Bottom: Nope
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Left: Guillermo
Del Toro’s
Pinocchio

Right: 
Top Gun: Maverick

Bottom:
The banshees of

inisherin



By: BMacMurrayBy: BMacMurray

TOP
SHORTS
OF
2022

TOP
SHORTS
OF
2022

Live ActionLive Action
1. Further and Further1. Further and Further

AwayAway
2. The Water Murmurs2. The Water Murmurs

3. An Irish Goodbye3. An Irish Goodbye
4. North Pole4. North Pole

5. The Red Suitcase5. The Red Suitcase  

Documentary
Documentary  11. The Silent Shore

. The Silent Shore2. Love, Dad
2. Love, Dad3. When We Dance

3. When We Dance4. Haulout4. Haulout5. Nalujuk Nights
5. Nalujuk Nights

AnimatedAnimated
1. The Seine’s Tears1. The Seine’s Tears

2. Ice Merchants2. Ice Merchants
3. Stranger Than3. Stranger Than

Rotterdam with Sara DriverRotterdam with Sara Driver
4. An Ostrich Told Me The4. An Ostrich Told Me The
World is Fake and I think IWorld is Fake and I think I

Believe ItBelieve It
5. Loop5. Loop

Top Orignal Songs
benkelly66

- Amsterdam, “Time”
- The Bob’s Burgers Movie, 
“Sunny Side Up Summer”
- Bros “Love is Not Love”
- Everything Everything All At Once,
“This is a Life”
- Guillermo del Toro’s Pinocchio,
“Better Tomorrows”
- A Man Called Otto, “Til You’re Home”
- Top Gun: Maverick, “Hold My Hand”
- Turning Red, “Nobody Like U”
- Where the Crawdads Sing, “Carolina”
- Wildcat, “A Sky Like I’ve Never Seen”



11. Causeway
12. The Menu
13. Three Thousand Years of Longing
14. She Said
15. Babylon
16. Black Panther: Wakanda Forever
17. The Wonder

1. The Batman
2. Athena
3. EO
4. Bardo
5. Guillermo del Toro's Pinocchio

6. Bones and All
7. Bodies Bodies Bodies
8. Everything Everywhere All at Once
9. Nope
10. Blonde

TOP

SCORES

December 2022
By: Lucas

18. The Woman King
19. The Banshees of Inisherin
20. Decision to Leave
21. The Northman
22. Avatar: The Way of Water

of 2022

Honourable mentions: 
Pilgrims, Argentina 1985,

 You Won't Be Alone, 
Decision to Leave.

 9) Close
Close is one of the most

emotionally devastating of the
international picks this year. It’s
impressive just how upsetting

the film can be while depicting
relatively mundane

deteriorations in a relationship,
mirroring The Banshees of

Inisherin. The two child
performers are especially

exceptional while given
challenging work in the script,

and both knock it out of the park.
 

2022's Top 
International Fims

BY: MARK

10) World War III 
With a premise about as bizarre
as a black comedy gets, World
War III parodies the exploitation
of an underclass of film extras
by having one of them forced
to play Adolf Hitler against their
will. What’s surprising is how
touching and emotional such a
funny premise becomes,
detailing a descent into insanity
as a result of his abuse and
manipulation. The final scenes
are the epitome of what a black
comedy can be: hilarious and
disturbing in equal measure.

8) The Happiest Man in the World
Similarly to a film later on this list, this expresses a

shared national grief through the lens of a
personal interaction, tying that grief to a specific
generation with shared experience. Despite the

opening act being one extended low-stakes scene
on a first date, the script gradually evolves into
something more psychological and upsetting,

anchored by two perfect performances. It sets the
scene brilliantly for a dual character study and an

analysis of the aftermath of civil war.
 



6) Aurora’s Sunrise
Animated
documentaries seem
inherently
contradictory as a
genre, with the extra
level of suspension of
disbelief embodied by
animation seemingly
countering of the
realism of non-fiction
cinema. Somehow, as
proven by Flee and
Waltz with Bashir before
it, it is in fact a perfect fit
for a retrospective
narrative tied up in
blurred memory and
PTSD, allowing abstract
imagery to merge into
shared symbolism in
the same way that real
memories do.

4) Beautiful Beings
Moreso than any other art
form, cinema is adept at
expressing the viewpoint of
others and helping you to
empathise with people
who are different from
yourself. Beautiful Beings is
a great example of that,
confronting the audience
with an epidemic of
violence among Icelandic
youth and then helping you
to understand and
empathise with them. With
some surprisingly affective
and creative visual
sequences for a film so
grounded, this is a
wonderful exploration of
the legacy of generational
toxic masculinity, emotional
vulnerability and secrecy.

7) Safe Place
Safe Place represents a process of therapeutic grieving
through the lens of cinema, creating something
hyperspecific for the experiences of the director while
expressing a universal sense of panic and despair at the
experience of being unable to help a loved one. It’s a
cinemascape of emotional horror examining how suicidal
tendencies impact the family surrounding them, with the
director-actor at the centre clearly working through his
own unresolved issues in real time. 

5) All Quiet on the
Western Front
A common criticism that
I’ve seen of All Quiet is that
the messaging is overly
simplistic and one-note,
defining the entirety of the
film as anti-war in the
broadest sense. For me,
that’s one of the key
strengths of the film,
showing how once these
characters are embroiled
in war, nothing other than
an anti-war sentiment is
capable of existing for
them, as the trench
warfare experience of
WWI consumes everything
else in their lives. 

2) Last Film Show
Despite basically being an Indian retelling of Cinema

Paradiso, this instant classic feels fresh and original
from the first frame. The transformative power of
cinema is front and centre, but it's contextualised

around the evolving landscapes of modern India and
the pressures driving their family. Despite being so

effectively grounded with the focus on food and
family, the sincere, playful sense of discovery

accompanying the children's quest to understand
cinema and mourning its ultimately tragic demise is

emotionally engaging throughout. It is genuinely a
better Cinema Paradiso than Cinema Paradiso.

 

3) Girl Picture
The value of representation can't be overstated, and

seeing how rare overtly asexual characters are in
media, Girl Picture could have gone a long way on

representation alone. The struggle of identity placing
you as an immediate outsider among your peers, and
the desire to square what our culture insists should be

desirable with your divergent experiences, makes for
empathetic and compelling drama. Happily, even

outside that element this is a well-observed and
brilliantly acted coming-of-age drama for the modern

generation, with some perfect casting and
performances anchoring a refreshingly realistic

portrayal of modern teenagers.
 

1) Mediterranean Fever
On one level, this is reminiscent of The Happiest Man in

the World, expressing the Palestinian national grief of
living in a perpetually occupied and shrinking country.

On another level, it’s an incisive and urgent expression of
the loneliness inherent to severe mental health

conditions. The isolation of being unable to express
yourself honestly to strangers and family alike without a

severe backlash is claustrophobic and omnipresent,
despite some form of depression seeping into most

characters we see. Some moments tip into a jet black
comedy, but overall it’s a haunting and moving

expression of purgatorial states of being, be they
national or personal.

 
 



BEST
MOVIE
POSTERS

1. Meet Me in the Bathroom
 by Mike McQuade

2. Bones and All 
by Elizabeth Peyton

3. Nope by LA
4. The Act of Coming Out 

by Caspar Newbolt

5. Everything Everywhere
All at Once by AVPrint

6. Riotsville, USA 
by Brian Hung

7. The Batman by B O N D
8. Corsage by Grandson LA

https://boxd.it/gXOgm


9. Till by Empire Design
10. Barbarian by Creepy Duck Design
11. Elvis by Concept Arts
12. Camouflage by Masumi Brozzo

BEST
MOVIE
LOGOS

1. The Batman
2. Wendell & Wild
3. Strange World

4. Funny Pages
5. Elvis
6. Pearl

7. Fire of Love
8. Thor: Love and

Thunder
9. Glass Onion: A Knives

Out Mystery
10. Clerks III

11. Hocus Pocus 2
 

https://boxd.it/jCe4E


Top 5Top 5  
AnimatedAnimated  

MoviesMovies  
  

PinocchioPinocchio
  

Dragon Ball Super:Dragon Ball Super:  
Super HeroSuper Hero

  
  

Top 5 
Animated 

Movies 
By: JeffBy: Jeff  

Inu-OhInu-Oh
  

Turning RedTurning Red
  
  

Princess DragonPrincess Dragon
  

Top 5Top 5  
AnimatedAnimated  

MoviesMovies  
Top 5Top 5  

AnimatedAnimated  
MoviesMovies  

Three Minutes: A Lengthening
Expedition Content

Is That Black Enough for You?!?
Futura 

This Much I Know to Be True
Babi Yar. Context

The Fire Within: Requiem for Katia
and Maurice Krafft

The Story of Film: A New Generation
Mariner of the Mountains

We
There Will Be No More Night

Section 1

the (IMO) most underrated
documentaries of the year

by: generald51

https://boxd.it/jDbQ8


Posters
by nico

1. paris, 13th district
2. bones and all
3. as bestas
4. riotsville, U.S.A.
5. aftersun

6. great freedom
7. hit the road
8. decision to leave
9. a love song
10. aftershock



       Yeah. What a year. Full of ups & downs. TBH, in so many ways this year needs
to go, get out of here, "go home." There's so much going on. Suffering, loss,
sadness, pain, stress. Relentless. Heavy. Overwhelming. Unending. I can and often
succumb to feeling stuck and unable to move in it. But that wouldn't make for a
good newsletter article would it? So I'm going to try an exercise. Before I turn the
corner of this page, what was good? Was there anything this year?

       An easy & obvious answer, the AoDR awards were a blast! Seeing so many
faces and everyone's unique interpretations on presenting - it doesn't get better
than y'all! We know how to entertain! #Wedonttalkaboutbreakthrough 

        I know I am never going to forget Broofa's inspirational moment on Remi
Lindholm. May I hold that motivation as I work through another deathrace trying
to keep up and get to the finish line. 

       I love our branch categories - the long and short lists and all the thought
leading up to voting are so fun and make for awesome nominees. I just love it and
find it so special that we have those. Plus, all year round I can open up discord
and see someone sharing amazing food pics. Food & Drink Branch represent!

  Movie Club Sprints were delightful and kept me busy. I always had a lot of         
 __choices to watch. An early highlight of the year was ChrisFHD's sprint full of
___films to watch without knowing anything about them, "Go In Blind." What a
____brilliant idea and Chris nailed it! So much fun!!! These movies certainly
____twisted, turned, & escalated!

What A Year!
by: cathy        One of the most meaningful sprints for me was Lanbah's "In the Mood for

Maggie" with five films starring the force of nature herself, Maggie Cheung. Lanbah
carefully selected movies showing different aspects of Maggie’s accomplished
filmography. I am dreaming of the possibility of a “Part Two” someday.

          Looking back at the sprints, I am really floored by how unique, thoughtful, and
just good they were. The sprint of movies produced by "The Asylum" suggested by
Lucas got me to watch some wild rides of movies like Sharknado and Airplane Vs.
Volcano. Okay these weren’t so much “good” but they were unforgettable? Epic,
astonishing, and lots of fun. One of the sprints I rated the highest was "German
Expressionism" by Spencer. I finally watched these classics. I was blown away by
the stunning visuals and storytelling. So much has been inspired from those films
and they still rock today. Impressive!

       Zooming out again, this year brought treats for fans of movies, sequels, and
original stories. I'm still so behind. But I can't wait to catch up. My personal faves of
my admittedly limited 2022 journey have been Everything Everywhere All at Once,
Aftersun, A Love Song, Fire Island, Black Panther: Wakanda Forever, Guillermo del
Toro’s Pinocchio, Safe Place, Murina, Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery, Nope,
Tár,  The Woman King, Bones and All, Good Luck to You, Leo Grande, Turning Red,
Do Revenge... I can keep going but this is probably boring. But if I didn’t say your
fav, I probably haven’t seen it yet.
 
       Well, you know what? This was really nice for me. Thank you for entertaining
me with this reflection and all year round. So much good to remember. All the
weight and mess is still there too. Nothing makes sense. But thank you for the good
times, the distractions, and for creating joy. Thank you for the smiles. :)

 - Cathy    



How did you get involved with the
Oscars Death Race Community?

What is your favorite
movie you’ve watched
this year? 

 AKA LMAN8BSA

I got involved with the community back in
March 2022 (right before the Oscars)
because I was looking for hard to find shorts,
documentaries, and internationals. Chris
invited me from another film community
and then I met all of you lovely people. 

I'll give you two favorite first watches of
mine from this year, one being a 2022
release: Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of
Madness (2022) & The Cremator
(Spalovač mrtvol) (1969)

The best part of the Winter holiday season is
getting to spend time with family and take a
break from the constant state of "busy" that
comes with education, both as a student and
as a teacher. 

What do you love about the winter
holiday season?

LoganLogan  Logan created the
2022 ODR Winter

Holiday Death Race!
Check it out on

Letterboxd &
Discord! The Nightmare Before

 Christmas (1993)

Logan's Top 5 
Christmas Movies
Logan's Top 5 
Christmas Movies

How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas! (1966)

A Charlie Brown
 Christmas (1965)

Miracle on 34th 
Street (1947)

Harry Potter & the 
Sorcerer's Stone (2001)

https://letterboxd.com/lman8bsa/list/2022-odr-winter-holiday-death-race/


The Academy of Death Racers Movie Club hosts
monthly Sprints where members of the

community curate themed film lists for
everyone to watch which can be logged and

rated on our website.
 

Shoutout and our deepest gratitude to the
AoDR Sprint Squad Committee

 - Cathy, Jeff, Lucas, Rach, & Spencer - 
and to everyone who's contributed sprints and

watched films. You have made all this fun
possible. 

MOVIE CLUB
Sprint 13: Modern Canadian Classics
Suggested by Jeff
Scarborough (2021)
The Twentieth Century (2018)
Sugar Daddy (2020)
Antigone (2019)

 
Sprint 14: The Name of This Sprint Is Talking Heads
Suggested by Nico
True Stories (1986)
Stop Making Sense (1984)
David Byrne's American Utopia (2020)
This Must Be The Place (2011)
The Last Emperor (1987)

 
Sprint 15: Go In Blind!
Suggested by ChrisFHD
Better Watch Out (2016)
Bug (2006)
The Scary of Sixty-First (2021)
Tag (2015)
Triangle (2009)

A lookback at Movie Club in 2022... 

With Awards Season back in full swing,
we’ll be taking a break from new Movie Club

sprints for the next few months. 
if you finish your deathrace early, this is

your chance to catch up on any films
you’ve missed for previous sprints! You can

check out all of the sprints over at
aodr.net!

https://www.aodr.net/movie-club/


Sprint 16: The Circle of Life
Suggested by Lanbah
Soul (2019)
The Florida Project (2017)
The Basketball Diaries (1995)
Inside Llewyn Davis (2013)
Synechdoche, New York (2008)

 
Sprint 17: 2000s Period Drama Films
Suggested by Spencer
Pride and Prejudice (2005)
Sense and Sensibility (2008)
The Duchess (2008)
Marie Antoinette (2006)

 
Sprint 18: The Asylum
Suggested by Lucas
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's 
Sherlock Holmes (2010)
Sharknado (2013)
Airplane vs. Volcano (2014)
Titanic II (2010)

Sprint 19: Modern Pro-Shots 
Suggested by Logan 
Hamilton (2020)
The SpongeBob Musical: Live on Stage! (2019)
Come From Away (2021)
Kinky Boots: The Musical (2019) 

Sprint 20: The Surreal And The Absurd
Suggested by Mark
Tutwiler (2019)
The Wrong Trousers (1993)
Nimic (2020)
Frankenstein's Monster's Monster, Frankenstein
(2019)
Death of a Shadow (2012)
Out (2020)

Sprint 21: In the Mood for Maggie Cheung
Suggested by Lanbah
As Tears Go By (1989)
The Eagle Shooting Heroes (1993)
Irma Vep (1996)
Comrades, Almost a Love Story (1996)
Clean (2004)

Sprint 25: 20th Century Fox Film Noir
Suggested by the AoDR Sprint Squad
Committee
The Dark Corner (1946)
Call Northside 777 (1948)
Cry of the City (1948)
Thieves’ Highway (1949)
Panic in the Streets (1950)

Sprint 26: Making Herstory: True(?)
Biopics of Famous Women
Suggested by Adele
Anastasia (1997)
Can You Ever Forgive Me? (2018)
Gypsy (1962)
Selena (1997)

Sprint 27: Shave & A Haircut?
Cautionary Tales About Haircare
Suggested by Jeff
Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet
Street (2007)
La Moustache (2005)
The King's Beard (2002)
They Make You Grow a Beard (2017)
Blow Dry (2001)

Sprint 22: Thirty, Flirty, 
& Thriving!
Suggested by Adele
Strictly ballroom (1992)
Aladdin (1992)
Single White Female (1992)
Reservoir Dogs (1992)

Sprint 23: German Expressionism
Suggested by Spencer
Nosferatu (1922)
Shadow of the Vampire (2000)
The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1920)
Metropolis (1927) 

Sprint 24: Slashtober: Double-
Double Feature
Suggested by the AoDR Sprint Squad
Committee
Halloween (1978)
Halloween II (1981)
Friday the 13th (1980)
Friday the 13th Part 2 (1981)



PATRON

“Glass Onion”, a song from the 1968 album The Beatles – more commonly called “The White
Album” – sees John Lennon jokingly rehash the lyrics of other Beatles songs, adding words
and hinting at deeper meanings than are actually there. “Here’s another clue for you all/The
walrus was Paul”, Lennon says, tying the “Paul is Dead” conspiracy theory to the famously
obtuse lyrics of “I Am The Walrus”.

The title of the song is itself a metaphor referring to something which at first seems layered
and complex – like an onion – but of which the true meaning is in plain sight – as if made of
glass. Paradoxically, that entire definition could just be fans reading too much into the title.

Maybe it’s just two words Lennon thought were silly when put together.

Glass Onion, Rian Johnson’s follow-up to his acclaimed murder mystery Knives Out, prefers
the former definition. As Johnson carefully crafts a complex web of characters,
motivations, and deceptions, the answer is always in plain sight, obscured only by the fact
that the audience doesn’t know where to look.

The return of Daniel Craig’s southern-fried detective Benoit Blanc is set on the private
island of tech billionaire Miles Bron (Edward Norton). Bron has invited Blanc alongside a
group of his closest friends for a fun weekend retreat in which they will be asked to solve
Bron’s murder in a kind of themed getaway. No one else is enthused about Bron’s fake
murder party, but things take a turn for the worse when one of the guests suddenly dies.
What an extraordinary stroke of luck that there just happens to be a detective about…

Glass Onion features a high-power ensemble, with Kathryn Hahn, Leslie Odom Jr., Kate
Hudson, Dave Bautista, Ethan Hawke, and Jessica Henwick joining Norton and Craig. Each
of the characters is fully realized, with the actors performing at the top of their game. The
entire first act is spent developing each character’s motives, with special attention paid to
showing the audience what stresses them out and makes them tick. By the time the
murder happens, we’ve seen not only where each character was at every point leading up
to the event, but also why they would kill someone in the first place, and what they stand to
lose if this weekend doesn’t go their way. We know what it means when scientist Lionel
Toussaint (Odom Jr.) is surprised, or what would drive governor Claire Debella (Hahn) to
anger. Any clues that Johnson can give are laid entirely in the open. They’re just not
immediately obvious.

Featured Review

Glass Onion:
A Knives Out Mystery 2022

 

Jeff

Watched Sep 17, 2022 
portrays Andi at first as a sardonic character reminiscent of Bette Davis, her disdain for the
others palpable but backed up by arguments and allusions to her own history. Around
Blanc, Andi is nothing but cordial, the two obviously having no history together. At the
halfway point of the film, as secrets about Andi are revealed and the layers of the glass
onion are peeled back, a jaw-dropping revelation has Monáe showing an entirely different
side of Andi. Though saying more would spoil the movie, suffice it to say that Monáe’s
performance is itself layered, the bitter outer shell of Andi housing a completely different,
equally fleshed-out personality inside.

The only returning actor from Knives Out, Craig elevates Blanc to new heights in this film.
Where Blanc was certainly a memorable character before, here we learn more about his
habits, home life, and what sets him apart from other famous detectives. Though he is
remarkably good at his job as a detective, Blanc is plain-spoken and more improvisational
than the likes of Hercule Poirot and Sherlock Holmes. An important scene in any murder
mystery involves the detective explaining in excruciating detail the events leading up to the
murder. Poirot would famously make a meal of this, going through every important detail to
explain its relevance to the situation at hand, while also debunking almost every red herring.
The structure of Blanc’s explanation is similar but going through the details feels more like
Blanc buying time than deconstructing some mischievous plot. With his pragmatic
vocabulary and fiery demeanour, Blanc might even command more authority than other
detectives, as he’s willing and able to put anyone who challenges him in their place, both with
his barbed tongue and his carefully curated evidence. Craig lends the detective his natural
charisma, drawing all the attention to him anytime he speaks. He’s a scene-stealer whenever
he’s on-screen and gets plenty of fantastic quotes likely to live on well past this movie.

Johnson as a screenwriter and director delivers the finest mystery writing in Hollywood
today. Knives Out subverted the tropes of the genre, while respecting its roots, resulting in a
twisty story where the facts available always added up to a solution for the mystery, but
only at the very end pointed to the right one. Glass Onion again subverts the conventions of
the genre, with unexpected twists and turns adding to the layered story, while the answer
always remains in view. Johnson’s story never lets the truth escape the audience’s sight, but
never points to it until the very end. Johnson clearly has a reverence for classic detective
stories but knows better than anyone else working today how to turn them on their head.

Built on the foundation set by Knives Out, Glass Onion evens out the flaws of the first and
dials up what already worked. The mystery is more intriguing, the characters more three-
dimensional, the setting more fantastical, and the presentation more captivating.
Furthermore, Glass Onion establishes Benoit Blanc alongside the likes of Hercule Poirot
with a formidable story worthy of Christie. It’s easily Johnson’s best film.

The standout performance of Glass Onion
is Janelle Monáe as Cassandra “Andi”
Brand. Brand is a co-founder of Bron’s
company Alpha. Until recently, she was co-
owner as well, until a messy lawsuit ended
with Andi being shut out of Alpha
completely. Unfortunately for Andi,
everyone on the island save Blanc was on
the other side of that lawsuit.

Andi is bitter and quick to snap at the rest
of the cast. She sees them as moochers
and hypocrites, too dependent on Bron to
ever challenge him, question him, or show
anything other than undying loyalty. Monáe

https://boxd.it/3eGNlh
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